94                THE  COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA  GANDHI

vides them much-needed relief. Many widows have averred
that it is their only support. It is the refuge of the down-trodden.
There is a friend who, whenever he is angry, seeks out the spin-
ning-wheel and its soothing movement brings peace to his soul.
It is but natural that everyone may not have this experience.
"As one's faith, so one's experience."

How KHADI MAY SPREAD

Nellore is a part of the Tamil-Telugu region,   A correspon-
dent from there writes to say:1

Even in parts where agriculture is a profitable occupation,
people get enough spare time for spinning. They are able to do
plenty of spinning from March to October, that is, for eight
months, and earn at the rate of Rs. 5 a month. It is unfortu-
nate that the women who spin wear foreign cloth, but, this will
end only when the so-called cultured classes see dignity in
wearing khadi, so that our ignorant country folk in the villages,
who generally follow the example of city people, will also come
to see dignity in cloth made out of hand-spun yarn. In fact, it
is not in all regions that the women who spin behave in this
way. In some villages which I visited, among the women who
did spinning, I did not see any wearing cloth other than what was
woven from yarn spun by themselves. What the correspondent
has described happens in places where people have more money
than they know what to do with.

Another thing worth noting is that where the women who
spin take real interest in their work, they themselves attend
carefully to the preparation of slivers. We can see from the cor-
respondent's account that they engage a carder to work in their
homes and get merely carding done by him; they watch the work
and give directions so that the carding is done to their satis-
faction. Afterwards, they find some time and themselves make
the slivers. To have good slivers, it is certainly essential that the
cotton should have been properly carded but it is also necessary
that the rolling of slivers should be done with equal care. If in
making a sliver the fibre is merely rolled into a cylindrical shape
anyhow, even well-carded cotton will be wasted.

If cotton is spread out evenly on a hollow board and, with
a thin stick placed over it, rolled with one's palm five or six
times, the fibres get stretched out properly and form a roll to make
a fine sliver. Only the person who spins with such a sliver knows
the pleasure that spinning gives. If one or two more turns are

1 The letter is not translated here*